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response to two of the natural disasters that have struck Indonesia in  
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 JAVA EARTHQUAKE 
Emergency Response 

 

 
 
Background 
On 27 May 2006, an earthquake measuring 6.3 on the Richter scale struck Indonesia’s main 
island of Java. The epicenter of the quake, which struck just before 6:00 am local time, was 
located approximately 20 km south-east of the city of Yogyakarta causing widespread 
destruction to the surrounding districts.  
 
More than 5,700 people are confirmed dead with as many as 38,000 injured. Many of the 
community health clinics were destroyed, which placed an immediate burden on the hospitals 
and clinics that were still operational. Approximately 1.5 million people have had their houses 
either totally destroyed or severely damaged creating an urgent need for temporary shelters 
and the provision of clean water, food and medical supplies to those affected by the disaster. 
 
AUSTCARE’s Java Earthquake Emergency Response 
AUSTCARE’s immediate response included fundraising, medical assistance, provision of 
emergency relief supplies and assistance in providing temporary shelters.  

 
Emergency Appeal:  
AUSTCARE launched an appeal through our 
website, television and print media, ANZ and St. 
George bank branches and direct mail to current 
donors, which has raised funds from the 
Australian public to help victims of the 
earthquake.  
 
Medical Support: 
Drawing on our Emergency Fund, AUSTCARE 
supported the deployment of Australian Aid 
International (AAI) Disaster Response and 
Assessment Team to Yogyakarta and Central 
Java. Having identified the need for medical 
assistance to remote communities, medical 
personnel from Australia and the U.S. treated 
casualties in the outlying areas of Bantul and 
Gunung Kidul districts.  

 

AUSTCARE/AAI medical team established a tent clinic to 
treat patients 
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The mobile team used the voluntary services of the local Tigers motorbike club to reach injured 
people in remote areas, unable to obtain medical treatment. During the first four days of 
operations, the team saw 170 patients and evacuated four people, one of whom was in a 
critical condition. 
 
With AUSTCARE support, the AAI team 
established a tent clinic to replace a permanent 
clinic that was destroyed by the earthquake at 
Seloharjo Village in Bantul district. The team is 
attending to an average of 60 patients a day who 
suffer from earthquake related injuries as well as 
other medical conditions. The nurses also 
administered tetanus immunization in coordination 
with local health authorities and UN agencies, and 
assisted with the distribution of hygiene kits.  
 
The team is working with local medical staff, to 
ensure a smooth handover of the clinic, medical 
supplies and on-going treatment to patients, in 
anticipation of end of mission. 
 
Emergency Relief Supplies:   
AUSTCARE is also supporting local organisation Aisyiyah, whose primary focus is on the 
needs of women. Aisyiyah is distributing emergency relief supplies to women and children in 25 
villages in Bantul and Klaten - two of the worst hit areas in the provinces. AUSTCARE is 
providing funding to purchase and distribute items to 350 children and 1000 women. These 
goods will be delivered by a team of 80 local volunteers and a vast network of women 
members. Items include: baby food, milk powder, soap and sanitary goods as well as 
underwear and clothing for women and babies. 
 
 
Temporary Shelter Program: 
The immediate priority of the affected communities is the provision of temporary shelter.  
Communities in the earthquake-affected area have banded together and are beginning to build 
their own temporary shelters rather than waiting for outside assistance. The timing is crucial as 
the rice harvest season is only a month away and many people are living in make-shift tarpaulin 
shelters. Many will not return to their livelihood activities without securing temporary shelter 
first. 
 
Local non-government organisation (NGO), Cindelaras, has conducted a needs assessment 
and identified fifteen priority communities in the districts of Bantul, Klaten, Sleman, and Gunung 
Kidul. With funding support from AUSTCARE, Cindelaras will provide the construction 
materials, logistics and technical assistance to mobilize communities and rebuild traditional 
housing in each of seven communities in Bantul District.  
 

 

 

 

 

Treating patients in the tent clinic 
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TSUNAMI 
DISASTER RELIEF AND REHABILITATION 

 

 

Background  
The earthquake and subsequent tsunami of 26 December 2004 wrought havoc and devastation 
to the Indonesian province of Aceh. An estimated 169,000 people died and a further 572,926 
were displaced. Villages and livelihoods were destroyed on a scale unprecedented. In 
response, AUSTCARE launched a public Appeal in Australia for some of the worst-affected 
victims of the tsunami in Indonesia and Sri Lanka.  
 
The Australian community and business sectors generously donated around $1.4 million to 
AUSTCARE’s Tsunami Appeal. From our experience in post-disaster situations, we realised 
that both immediate and sustained support would be required, and so we committed around 
20% of our funds to emergency relief, and 80% to recovery and rehabilitation for the longer-
term. In February 2005, AUSTCARE deployed staff to Banda Aceh to assess the longer-term 
needs of tsunami victims and to coordinate our response with Indonesian government 
authorities, local and international organisations.   
 
AUSTCARE’s Emergency Response to the Tsunami  
AUSTCARE immediately sent funds to support the Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) Indonesia’s 
Tsunami Response Program which supplied emergency and rehabilitation assistance to over 
15,000 people in North Sumatra and Aceh provinces. The program included emergency 
clothing, food and essential survival items such as kerosene supplies; water and sanitation 
infrastructure; emergency education and rehabilitation of the education system; and much-
needed trauma counseling. JRS displayed commitment to building the capacity of local non-
government organisations (NGOs) to ensure that these activities could be sustained by the 
local population in the long-term.  
 
AUSTCARE’s Ongoing Commitment to Aceh  
AUSTCARE provided high impact projects in Aceh that addressed the immediate and longer-
term reconstruction needs of the local population in Aceh. Our activities have targeted the 
sectors of agriculture, income-generation/livelihoods and education, with the aim of improving 
human security, strengthening local capacity and achieving sustainable outcomes.  

 

Devastation at coastal Lam Bada village where AUSTCARE has been working 
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Livelihoods 
Fishing Boats  
Only 570 members of the originally 2,300-strong 
community of Lam Bada village, located 15 km from 
Banda Aceh, survived the tsunami. Working with the 
survivors, AUSTCARE implemented small-scale income-
generating activities that quickly and effectively assisted 
tsunami survivors to rebuild livelihoods at the grass-roots 
level.  AUSTCARE provided fishing boats for the men of 
Lam Bada and supported the establishment of a 
cooperative so that the local community could actively 
participate in all project decision-making and re-establish 
income generation potential.   
 
Livestock 
The program included the provision of livestock to enable 
women to rebuild their livelihoods. The village cooperative continues to receive AUSTCARE 
support, such as training in small business management and planning, provided by our Aceh 
team and in cooperation with a local partner organisation.   
 
Transport 
With AUSTCARE’s support, a mini-bus was purchased for the village to enable 30 eager 
children to go back to school for the first time. Of Lam Bada’s 250 children, only 50 survived the 
tsunami. The bus was also used for emergency access to medical assistance and markets. The 
local community now owns the business which is providing sustainable income. Today over 600 
people in the Baitussalam sub-district are accessing benefits from activities supported by 
AUSTCARE, all of which have received official government approval.  
 
Brick Factories 
With United Nations Development Program (UNDP) funding, AUSTCARE is implementing a 
program to rebuild 40 brick factories, restoring the livelihoods of nearly six hundred people 
while producing much needed inputs for rebuilding homes in Aceh. The marketing of the bricks 
will be supported by AUSTCARE in coordination by a local community Cooperative established 
for this purpose. A recent assessment of this project indicated that, on average, community 
members have increased their income by 110% from brick sales and employment, when 

AUSTCARE provided fishing boats to assist men to 

rebuild livelihoods 

 



 

www.austcare.org.au   6 

compared to pre-tsunami incomes. Meanwhile, more 
effective organisation and production techniques has 
meant that working time in the factories has 
decreased by 27%. 
 
Sustainable Agriculture 
AUSTCARE worked with the Department of 
Agriculture and the Bupati (District Head) to 
implement an agricultural project in Pidie District.  
Seeds, fertiliser and technical assistance was 
provided to 1,136 farmers to cultivate soy bean, 
peanuts and red onions for the dry season harvest. 
These crops continue to provide much needed 
income and vital dietary supplements to over 4,500 
people.  

 
Rebuilding Schools 
In response to requests from the Department of Religious Affairs & Education, AUSTCARE is 
rebuilding a junior high school in Lhoknga, a coastal village in Aceh Besar. This village was 
devastated by the tsunami, experiencing severe loss of life and infrastructure. Only 129 
students out of 308 survived the tsunami and are currently attending schools outside their local 
area. This project has been made possible through support from the Vietnamese Australian 
Buddhist Assistance Trust (VABAT), Wollongong City Council, and John Paul College 
(Queensland) and Great Southern Grammar (Western Australia) schools. Each partnership 
offers potential for ongoing people-to-people linkages with Indonesia.  
 
AUSTCARE’s Plans and Ongoing Needs for Aceh  
Over 12 months on, AUSTCARE continues to work with the most vulnerable and marginalised 
people in the struggle against poverty in the Indonesian province of Aceh. Working with local 
communities we remain committed to sustaining and growing our efforts for the long-term. We 
have established a presence based in Banda Aceh and have a team of Australian and local 
employees in place to support our ongoing commitment to recovery and reconstruction.  
 
We have developed proposals in partnership with local communities and organisation, for 
continuing livelihood recovery and education activities in Aceh and North Sumatra which were 
affected by the tsunami and subsequent earthquakes. AUSTCARE is keen to support livelihood 
recovery in Nias island where communities continue to feel the effects of the earthquake of 
March 2005. AUSTCARE is also developing a far-reaching program to rehabilitate and build 
effective irrigation systems that will enable farming communities to achieve higher crop 
production in Pidie District. Technical scoping has already been supported by AUSTCARE’s 
Farming for Aceh. 
 
AUSTCARE Aceh Operations  
AUSTCARE’s approach to development facilitates high-levels of community ownership and 
participation, ensuring that local people gain the skills and knowledge that will enable them to 
sustain the benefits of the project for the long-term. We have established relationships with 
local civil society organisations such as Keumang, Holi’ana’a and Y–DUA, and we continue to 
actively seek partnerships with local community organisations as well as with Indonesian 
government authorities at all levels – including Kabupaten (District) and Kecematan (Sub-
district) officials and the Rehabilitation and Reconstruction Agency for Aceh and Nias (BRR).  
 

425 farmers benefited from 100 tons of peanut 

seed planted over 100 hectares 
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AUSTCARE staff (Acehnese and Australian) support 
implementation of project activities and the 
development of local community capacity. The Aceh 
team works with local communities, and international 
and Acehnese development agencies to ensure that 
AUSTCARE’s involvement in Aceh continues to be 
relevant to the needs of the local people and in line 
with the priorities and regulations of the Government 
of Indonesia.  

 
AUSTCARE’S Broader Program  
for Indonesia 
As a result of the very successful program in Aceh, AUSTCARE has been granted permission 
by the Indonesian Government to extend its work in poverty reduction throughout Indonesia, in 
partnership with the Department of Social Affairs. AUSTCARE plans to open a representative 
office in Yogyakarta in 2006, and to build our Indonesian program with a focus on improving 
livelihood opportunities for the most vulnerable and enhancing disaster preparedness capacity 
of Indonesian communities. 
 
AUSTCARE plans to expand our development program to encompass other regions of 
Indonesia to help reduce poverty and strengthen human development. In line with the 
development priorities of the Indonesian Government’s Medium Term Development Plan 2004-
2009 and efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, AUSTCARE projects will target 
improved livelihoods through increased agricultural productivity and income-generation; rural 
development, and improved access to social services (education and health). AUSTCARE also 
plans to build the capacity of the communities with which it works to better prepare for and 
respond to disasters.  
 
AUSTCARE will establish a representative office in Yogyakarta, the cultural and educational 
centre of Indonesia, to implement poverty reduction programs in partnership with local 
organsisations and communities in Java and Daerah Istimewa Yogyakarta, Bali and Eastern 
Indonesia (West and East Nusa Tenggara).  
 
AUSTCARE will also seek to develop the capacity of local partners and communities in disaster 
preparedness and response, consistent with the Indonesian President’s stated priority to build 
national capacity in the area of disaster relief and the frequency of natural disasters impacting 
communities. 
 
AUSTCARE Partnerships, Donors and Supporters  
AUSTCARE is committed to building strong and effective partnerships with Indonesian public 
and private organisations to implement projects that are sustainable and that build the capacity 
of civil society.  
 
AUSTCARE has consulted with the Sultan of Yogyakarta, Sri Sultan Hamengkubuwono X, who 
has indicated his support for the establishment of an AUSTCARE office in Yogyakarta. The visit 
of AUSTCARE’s Chief Executive Officer and other AUSTCARE representatives to Yogyakarta 
during 2005 and 2006 has also initiated relationships with the leaders of Muhammadiyah, 
Aisyiyah, Universitas Negeri Indonesia, Universitas Muhammadiyah and Universitas Gadjah 
Mada, and local and national civil society organisations who have expressed their strong 
interest to partner with AUSTCARE to develop and implement projects.  
 

AUSTCARE Aceh team outside the office in Banda Aceh 
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AUSTCARE offers people-to-people linkages between Indonesian organisations and individuals 
in the public, private and community sectors in Australia. AUSTCARE maintains strong 
relationships with the Australian Government, universities and research institutes, community 
organisations, the farming sector and private corporations to enhance the technical and 
financial resources available to our projects.  
 
Recently AUSTCARE has worked with the KOLLARAS Group, an Australian corporation, to 
provide books and teaching resources to the Sultan of Yogyakarta for distribution to Indonesian 
educational institutions.  
 
AUSTCARE has established a partnership with Wollongong City Gallery that has strong cultural 
ties with Yogyakarta’s leading educational, artistic and cultural institutions and partner 
organisations in Jakarta, Medan and Denpasar.  
 
AUSTCARE is committed to developing innovative partnerships with community, business and 
government sectors in Australia and to building relationships of trust that support social 
responsibility and make a sustainable difference to the lives of our Indonesian program 
participants. For example, AUSTCARE’s Farming for Aceh (AFFA) is raising funds from the 
Australian farming and agribusiness community to assist their Indonesian counterparts to 
restore their food security and long-term viability. AUSTCARE also has an established 
relationship with the Indonesian branch of the Australian Centre for International Agricultural 
Research (ACIAR) to implement new agricultural research and methods that improve 
agricultural productivity and raise the incomes of farming communities 
 

AUSTCARE benefits from significant 
networks in Australia and is dedicated to 
activating and growing this network to 
provide support to Indonesia and 
promote positive exchanges and 
relations, including cultural, with 
Indonesia and its people.  
Our Indonesian programs are indebted 
to many community and private sector 
supporters for their generosity and 
pledges for partnership, including the 
Vietnamese Australian Buddhist 
Assistance Trust, John Paul College 
(QLD), Great Southern Grammar 
School (WA), several Rotary Clubs, 

St.George Bank, the Pratt Foundation and Wollongong City Council.  AUSTCARE also 
acknowledges the support of the Australian Government aid agency, AusAID, and the United 
Nations Development Fund for our work in Aceh. 

 
In the spirit of partnership that underpins all our work, we honour the resilience and courage of 
our Indonesian program participants. AUSTCARE also values the collaborative efforts of local 
and international non-government organisations active in Indonesia, and the support of 
Indonesian government authorities. 
 
For further information regarding AUSTCARE’s programs in Indonesia, contact  
Celia Paoloni,  
Project Officer Indonesia  
Ph: +61 2 9565 9108         Fax: +61 2 9550 4509         
Email: cpaoloni@austcare.org.au 

AUSTCARE Director, Miles Hedge with CEO, Michael G. Smith and 
Fundraising and Communications Manager, Elektra Spathopoulos 

receiving cheque for school reconstruction from VABAT, the Vietnamese 
Buddhist Assistance Trust, represented by the Most Venerable Phuoc Hue.  
 

 


